#3 - Newsletter Warriors! 
Oh hey! I'm back! 
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Well. It’s been quite a while! My intention when I started on Substack was to send this 
newsletter out once a month at the very minimum. But this year has been a snarl of 
deadlines and diving back into cons and getting COVID for the first time (not from any 
of the cons, shockingly). And now, somehow, half the year has gone by. 


The pandemic really has broken time, hasn’t it? 


One thing I’ve talked about a bit online (and on a panel for the first time at this year’s 
ECCC) is the ADHD diagnosis I finally got in 2021, after about a decade of pushing to be 
evaluated. I’ve had to learn to give myself some grace when my brain engine refuses to 


rev up in a specific direction. That remains a work in process. 


Thanks for reading MindEclipse! Subscribe for 
free to receive new posts and support my work. 


But reframing things can also help a lot. Maybe you're not able to make yourself go into 
marketing mode (which, as marketing was my day job before I became a full-time comic 
book writer, can be tough for me in particular). So instead, think of it as a conversation. 


Because if you're like me, boy do you love talking. 


COMIC BOOK NEWS 


So one of the coolest projects I’ve gotten to work on this year comes out this week: on 
issue from the new What If...? Dark series from Marvel. As someone who grew up loving 
weird alternate universes and those dark terrifying futures that must be prevented at all 


costs, What If...? stories are completely my jam. 


(Confession: I did read more Elseworlds than What If...? as a kid. Unless we classify the 
whole Age of Apocalypse event as an extended What If..?, which I kind of do.) 


I co-wrote What If...? Dark: Spider-Gwen, which can be summed up as “What if Gwen 
Stacy survived the incident on the bridge, but Spider-Man didn't?” 


For those unfamiliar or needing a refresher, “The Night Gwen Stacy Died” is a seminal 
story written by Gerry Conway, in which the Green Goblin (and/or physics) kills Peter 
Parker’s longtime girlfriend, Gwen Stacy. As things like that just didn't happen in 
superheroes” lives at the time, it was a genuine shocker (pun not intended) to readers. 
Many consider it the end of the Silver Age of comics, and the signaling to the darker and 


often more mature stories of the Bronze Age. 


Many current comics readers and movie-goers are probably much more familiar with 
the AU (yay) Gwen Stacy who became Spider-Woman/Ghost Spider (and for the love of 
all things beautiful in this world, please watch Across the Spider-Verse if you haven't yet.) 
And while she doesn't really use the name, fans and Marvel often refer to her as Spider- 


Gwen. Hence, the name of our issue. 
And hey, remember when I said that I was co-writing What If...? Dark: Spider-Gwen? 


My co-writer is none other than Gerry Conway himself. Who is a friend and an RPG 
buddy (a story I should definitely tell in a future newsletter), but is also still, you know. 
Gerry Conway. 


What’s more, “The Night Gwen Stacy Died” was released in July 1973. Which means our 


What If..? issue comes out on the 50th anniversary of the original story. 
No pressure, right? 


I hope everyone digs the book. The most important audience for me is Gerry, and he 


liked what I brought to the story. I hope you do too. 


And here’s one of our preview pages, with art by Ramon Bachs and colors by Dee 
Cunniffe, thanks to AIPT. (And the lettering in the issue is by Ariana Maher, whom I’ve 


worked with on the Critical Role comics!) 
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EVEN MORE COMIC BOOK NEWS 


I had a lot of other books that were announced and/or released in the first half of 2023! 


I will tackle that in an upcoming newsletter, as I’m trying to get everything ready for... 


CONS AND EVENTS 


..San Diego Comic-Con 2023, which starts TOMORROW WHAT THE HECK. I should 
really be packing instead of writing this. 


But here’s my schedule! Keep an eye out on the socials (so SO many socials...) for any 


changes or updates! 


JODY HOUSER 
o SDCC 2023 


ARTIST ALLEY #GG-20 


Thursday - Sunday 


DOCTOR WHO 
COMICS 


THURS JULY 28 
2:09 - 3:00 PM 
ROOM 5AB 


TABLETOP GAMING 
X COMICS 


SUN JULY 23 
19:38 - 10:45 AM 


DARK HORSE 
SIGNING 


FRE JUEY 21 


5:09 - 5:45 PM 


BOOTH #2615 


WOMEN OF 
MARVEL 


SUN JULY 23 


19:55 - 11:38 AM 


ROOM 23ABC ROOM 6A 


I hope to see folks at the show. I’ll have plenty of books for sale at my table, but if you 
miss me there or aren't making it to the show this year, don’t forget that I have an online 


store too! 


And I’m wrapping this up so I can get back to packing. Hoping to ramp up to sending 


these regularly, so fingers crossed for me and my poor brain and my terrifying schedule! 


Thanks for reading MindEclipse! Subscribe for 
free to receive new posts and support my work. 
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